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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Oakley  Manor, 

Belle  Vue, 

Shrewsbury,  SY3  7NW. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Atcham  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  on  the  health  of  Atcham  Rural  District  in  1970. 

The  year  opened  on  a sour  note  with  the  influenza  epidemic  which  caused  much  misery  to 
many  families.  There  were  three  deaths  in  our  district  attributed  to  influenza,  all  in  elderly  persons; 
neighbouring  districts  were  not  so  fortunate. 

Throughout  the  year  1 have  received  many  communications  from  the  Health  Education 
Council,  and  there  are  high  hopes  that  health  education  will  play  an  increasingly  important  part 
in  community  health. 

Nevertheless  good  health  is  largely  taken  for  granted  by  healthy  people.  Those  who  would  not 
dream  of  failing  to  service  the  family  car  as  a preventive  measure  may  never  think  of  the  need 
to  exercise  themselves  for  health’s  sake. 

It  is  accepted  that  a sick  person  passively  receives  the  doctor’s  treatment.  In  contrast,  the 
well  person  is  required  to  make  an  individual  effort  if  he  is  to  benefit  from  health  education.  This 
inevitably  involves  self-discipline  whether  it  be  to  diet,  cease  smoking  or  whatever.  Unfortunately, 
self-discipline  is  not  viewed  with  favour  by  large  sections  of  contemporary  society. 

I must  underline  the  fact  that  lung  cancer  deaths  have  risen  again,  this  time  from  twelve  to 
seventeen.  Nobody  other  than  the  feeble-minded  can  now  be  unaware  of  the  dangers  of  cigarette 
smoking,  and  yet  how  often  recently  have  I noticed  groups  of  young  people  gaily  smoking  and 
offering  cigarettes  to  each  other  with  no  thought  to  their  health. 

Example  must  play  a responsible  part  in  the  eradication  of  cigarette  smoking.  Of  what  use  are 
talks  on  the  dangers  of  smoking  in  schools  when  the  school  staff  room  daily  acquires  the  blue 
haze  of  cigarette  smoke. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  end  on  a happy  note.  Most  of  my  working  week  is  spent  in  school 
health  work,  and  the  physical  health  of  the  school  children  is  very  good  indeed  and  a credit  to 
the  parental  care  lavished  upon  them. 

Once  again  I must  formally  thank  Mr.  Corfield  and  staff  for  a very  happy  working  relationship 
throughout  the  year. 


JOHN  HINCHLIFFE. 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

and  Wales 

16 

Live  Birth  Rate 

15.3 

13 

Stillbirth  Rate 

18 

18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

15 

12 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

10 

23 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

25 

11.7 

Death  Rate 

10.8 

Atcham 

(standardised) 


(standardised) 


Area  (in  acres  inclusive  of  water)  

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1970)  . . 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  1st  April,  1970) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . 

Estimated  Population  (Mid-1970) 

139,512 

766,259 

3,073 

8,953 

26,260 

Births 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  ..  ..  

376 

Illegitimate 

16 

Total  .. 

392 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  as  % of  Total  Live  Births 

4 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

Crude  . 

14.9 

Standardised  . . 

15.3 

StillBirths:  Legitimate 

6 

Illegitimate 

I 

Total 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

18 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  

399 

Infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year: 

Total  . . 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

15 

Legitimate 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  births 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births  . . 

63 

Deaths  under  4 Weeks 

4 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

10 

Deaths  under  1 Week  . . . . 

3 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births. . 

8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  and 

stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  .. 

25 

Deaths 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes 

. . 

296 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

Crude  

11.3 

Standardised  . . 

♦* 

10.8 

The  total  number  of  the  population  in  the  District  as  at  the  30th  June,  1970,  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  as  26,260.  This  figure  is  150  above  the  figure  given  for  1969. 

The  following  are  the  estimates  of  the  population  for  the  District  in  1970,  and  the  figures  for 
the  years  1967,  1968  and  1969  are  also  given  for  comparison  purposes. 


1967 

25,650 


1968  1969  1970 

25,840  26,110  26,260 


Estimated  Population 


SECTION  B 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

These  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  authority  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Child  Health  Centres 

Public  Hall,  Pontesbury  ..  ..  ..  ..  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 

Village  Hall,  Condover  . . . . . . . . 2nd  Fridays 

Mobile  Clinic  visits  Alberbury,  Bayston  Hill,  Bicton,  Bicton  Heath,  Ford, 

Hanwood,  Longnor,  Minsterley,  Westbury  and  Yockleton. 


(b)  Family  Planning  Clinics 

The  Shrewsbury  and  District  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  operate  clinics  in 
the  County  Council’s  Health  Centre  at  Murivance,  Shrewsbury,  as  follows:  Mondays,  1.30  p.m. 
— 3.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted),  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Mondays  each  month;  6.30  p.m. — 
7.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted);  2nd  Wednesday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. — 3.30  p.m.  (for 
Oral  Contraceptive  and  Appointments);  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month,  1 1.00  a.m. 
— 1.00  p.m.  (for  advice  on  Intra-Uterine  devices,  by  appointment  only). 


(c)  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children 

As  from  the  1st  April,  1970,  Moral  Welfare  Work  on  behalf  of  Hereford  Diocesan 
Association  was  taken  over  by  County  Council  Health  Visitors. 

The  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  continues  to  be  represented  by  Mrs.  C.  V.  Jones,  25  Talbot 
Chambers,  Market  Street,  Shrewsbury  (4900). 

The  County  Council  gives  substantial  grants  to  two  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  affiliated  to  the 
Lichfield  Diocese,  but  within  the  County,  to  which  cases  from  any  County  District  may  be  admitted. 


(d)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  are  seven  distribution  points  in  the  area  from  which  supplies  of  National  Welfare  Foods 
(National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A and  D tablets)  can  be  obtained. 
These  points  have  been  set  up  at  a variety  of  places,  including  Child  Health  Centres,  Post  Offices, 
local  shops  and  private  houses. 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council  employs  a total  of  two  midwives  in  the  District.  Throughout  the  whole 
area  they  undertake  district  nursing  as  well  as  Midwifery  duties.  In  addition,  two  full-time  District 
Nurses  are  employed. 

Health  Visiting 

The  year  1970  saw  further  progress  in  the  scheme  of  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  General 
Practices  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury,  and  the  telephone  number 
is  Shrewsbury  6331.  A new  full-time  Ambulance  Depot  was  opened  at  Craven  Arms  on  25th 
December,  1965,  replacing  the  former  Sub-Depots  at  Ludlow  and  Bishop’s  Castle.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  1970  there  were  19  ambulances  at  Shrewsbury  and  5 dual  purpose  vehicles.  5 ambulances 
and  2 dual-purpose  vehicles  were  based  at  Craven  Arms. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Protection  is  offered,  in  particular  to  pre-school  children,  school  children,  and  in  special 
circumstances  to  others,  against  Smallpox,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis 
and  Measles  and  to  children  of  thirteen-years  and  over  against  Tuberculosis. 

The  immunisation  procedure  is  carried  out  in  many  cases  by  General  Medical  Practitioners, 
and  by  School  Medical  Officers  in  Clinics  and  Schools. 

Travellers  to  countries  where  Yellow  Fever  is  endemic  are  given  protection,  but  a fee  of  £1.25 
is  charged  for  this  service.  Vaccination  sessions,  for  which  patients  are  given  appointments,  are 
held  at  the  Shirehall,  Abbey  Forcgate,  Shrewsbury,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  the  month 
at  3 p.m. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

(a)  All  home  nurses  and  midwives  hold  a small  supply  of  minor  articles  of  nursing  equipment 
such  as  hot  water  bottles,  air  rings,  bed  pans  and  feeding  cups  for  loan  to  patients  being  nursed 
at  home. 

(h)  The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  falls  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards  to  provide  in  the  way 
of  Sanatoria  and  Chest  Clinics,  but  the  preventive  and  after-care  side  of  the  work  is  shared  between 
the  Hospital  Boards  and  Local  Health  Authorities.  The  County  Council  for  their  share  provide 
open-air  Shelters  where  required.  They  also  join  with  Regional  Boards  in  making  from  time  to 
time  local  arrangements  for  Chest  Radiology  Surveys,  and  through  their  Health  Visitors  under- 
take a considerable  amount  of  follow-up  work  with  patients.  Extra  nourishment  may  be  provided 
in  necessitous  cases. 

(c)  Arrangements  are  made  under  this  section  for  the  convalescence  of  persons  not  requiring 
special  medical  or  nursing  care. 

(d)  Through  their  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Health  Visitors,  the  County  Council  are 
responsible  for  the  supervision  in  their  own  homes  of  mentally  handicapped  persons,  and  also 
for  helping  general  medical  practitioners  to  secure  hospital  treatment  for  those  persons  who 
become  mentally  unbalanced. 


8 


Domestic  Help 

This  area  is  for  the  most  part  served  from  two  Home  Help  Offices.  The  Shrewsbury  Office, 
which  is  open  from  Monday  to  Friday,  deals  with  the  majority  of  the  cases  in  the  Atcham  Rural 
District.  There  is  an  office  in  Church  Stretton,  open  on  Monday  mornings  and  Thursday  after- 
noons. A few  cases  on  the  eastern  borders  of  the  Atcham  Rural  District  may  fall  to  be  dealt  with 
by  either  the  Wellington  or  the  Bridgnorth  Home  Help  Offices. 

The  majority  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Shrewsbury  Office  were  resident  in  the  Borough. 

Hospital  Service 

Complementary  to  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  provisions 
of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  are  provided 
by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  under  the  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Act. 

The  District  is  reasonably  well  supplied  with  hospitals  under  the  Nos.  15  and  16  Hospital 
Management  Committees,  and  by  Consultants  based  on  the  principal  hospitals  but  who  hold 
Specialist  Clinics  at  many  of  the  smaller  hospitals  in  the  area. 

For  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  Chest  Clinics  are  held  at  Copthorne  Hospital, 
Shrewsbury,  and  at  Wellington. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  1 Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  provided  by  the  Shrewsbury  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  as  part  of  the  hospital  and  specialist  service.  The  Medical 
Officers  in  charge  are  Dr.  J.  P.  G.  Rogerson  and  Dr.  E.  M.  McCarter.  The  Clinic  also  serves 
the  neighbouring  Counties  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Radnorshire. 

The  times  of  sessions  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  are  now  as  follows: 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  is  extensively  used  for  the  bac- 
teriological examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  and  sewage  effluents  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Chester. 

Good  laboratory  facilities  are  very  necessary  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones,  of  the  Shrewsbury  Laboratory,  and  his  staff 
for  their  assistance,  in  particular  perhaps  for  their  invaluable  advice  when  some  bacteriological 
or  epidemiological  problem  arises. 


Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 

Females:  Mondays  .. 


6 — 8 p.m. 
3.30 — 5.30  p.m. 
5 — 7 p.m. 


Thursdays  . . 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  was  little  change  in  the  collection  service  during  the  year;  the  weekly  collection  schedules 
introduced  in  1969  were  consolidated  and  new  development  was  absorbed  into  the  existing  rounds. 
The  influenza  epidemic  early  in  the  year  upset  the  collection  schedules  for  a short  time,  when 
several  members  of  the  staff  were  absent  together. 

The  round,  incorporating  the  village  of  Bayston  Hill,  exceeded  the  original  target,  and  overload 
bonus  was  paid  to  that  crew,  who  are  to  be  congratulated  in  catering  for  the  large  amount  of  new 
development  in  the  village. 

The  total  staff  remained  at  sixteen,  including  the  foreman;  disciplinary  action  had  to  be  taken 
against  two  members  of  the  staff  during  the  year,  and  their  employment  was  terminated.  It  was 
extremely  gratifying  that  none  of  the  Council's  employees  was  involved  in  the  nation-wide  strike 
of  Local  Government  manual  employees  later  in  the  year. 

The  collection  vehicles  are  all  modern  rear-loading  machines  consisting  of  four  Dennis  Paxit 
1 8/24  cu.  yard  freighters  and  one  Dennis  Paxit  30-35/50  cu.  yard  continuous  loader.  No  new 
vehicles  were  purchased  for  collection  purposes,  but  the  all-purpose  Depot  pick-up  became  due 
for  replacement,  and  a new  B.M.C.  15  cwt.  van  was  purchased.  A mileage  of  59,452  was  covered 
by  the  five  collection  freighters  this  represented  an  increase  of  nearly  6,000  miles  on  1969,  due  to 
the  provision  of  a weekly  collection  for  a complete  year.  A total  of  over  6,000  tons  of  refuse  was 
collected  during  the  year  (compared  with  4,500  tons  in  1966). 

Once  again  the  C ouncil’s  tender  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  the  Wilcot  (Nesscliffe)  Camp 
was  accepted  by  the  War  Department. 

The  pressure  on  Mr.  D.  Price,  the  Council’s  fitter,  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  the 
vehicle  fleet  grew  that  it  was  considered  necessary  to  employ  an  apprentice,  who  was  engaged  to 
start  work  on  1st  January,  1971.  In  addition,  Mr.  C.  G.  Tolley  was  appointed  as  a clerical  assistant 
at  the  Depot  as  from  1st  January,  1971,  to  deal  with  the  growing  volume  of  administrative  work 
associated  with  the  recent  introduction  of  road  traffic  legislation  governing  the  operation  of 
commercial  vehicles. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Boar’s  Den,  Weeping  Cross,  was  completed  by  30th  September, 
1970,  and  since  that  date  all  refuse  has  been  taken  to  the  Shrewsbury  Borough  Council's  new 
tip  at  Mousecroft  Lane,  Nobold. 

Although  all  refuse  at  Weeping  Cross  had  been  covered,  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  final  soiling 
o\er,  levelling  and  seeding  had  yet  to  be  carried  out. 

The  dustbin  hiring  scheme,  inaugurated  in  1955,  continued  successfully,  and  a total  of  437 
were  issued  in  1970.  Well  over  5,000  bins  have  been  issued  since  the  scheme  commenced.  Plastic 
bins  only  are  now  purchased  and  these  are  gradually  replacing  the  older,  heavier,  galvanised  bins. 
It  is  gratifying  that  only  one  or  two  of  the  plastic  bins  have  been  damaged  by  disuse. 
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Civic  Amenities  Act 

The  year  produced  an  increase  in  the  Council’s  activities  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
mainly  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  old  and  abandoned  vehicles. 

Eight  such  cars  were  removed  during  the  year  and  disposed  of  as  appropriate  to  their  condition. 
Several  others  were  removed  by  their  owners  after  pressure  by  the  Council.  A number  of  other 
deposits  of  rubbish — some  of  long  standing — were  also  cleared,  and  1 believe  that  this  reflects 
a growing  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  public  of  the  need  to  preserve  the  quality  of  our  environment. 

Unfortunately  there  are  still  too  many  rotting  old  cars  and  other  unsightly  accumulations  of 
rubbish  on  private  property,  which  the  Council  is  not  empowered  to  deal  with.  The  ready  accessi- 
bility of  tipping  facilities,  however,  is  inducing  more  and  more  householders  and  commercial 
undertakings  to  dispose  of  unwanted  articles  at  the  central  refuse  tip. 


Rodent  Control 

The  Council’s  rodent  control  scheme  continued  during  the  year,  with  the  addition  of  a per- 
manent second  operator,  Mr.  V.  W.  Morris,  as  from  May  1970. 

The  pressures  brought  about  by  the  spread  of  warfarin-resistance,  and  the  cessation  of  the 
“containment  belt”  treatment  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  necessitated  the  employment  of 
two  operators. 

The  principal  poison  used  during  the  year  was  Racumin  (an  anti-coagulant)  with  zinc  phosphide 
in  a few  instances.  Warfarin  is  no  longer  used  as  a poison  by  the  Council’s  operators.  Despite 
the  spread  of  warfarin  resistance,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rat  population  is  on  the 
increase.  Greater  co-operation  by  the  farming  community  and  more  extensive  use  of  the  Council’s 
rodent  control  contract  scheme,  however,  would  encourage  a much  more  effective  control  of  rodents 
in  these  districts. 

It  is  worth  recording  that  test-baiting  of  the  sewerage  systems  in  Bomere  Heath  and  Cross 
Houses  during  the  year  produced  “no  takes”. 

The  number  of  premises  treated  during  the  year  increased,  and  a summary  of  these  follows: 


Slum  Clearance 

The  year  has  been  spent  again  in  consolidating  the  effects  of  the  housing  survey  which  was 
completed  in  1967. 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  (following  the  service  of  “time  and  place”  notices) 
only  three  houses,  on  which  demolition  orders  were  made.  A total  of  28  houses  were  demolished, 
however,  and  since  the  slum  clearance  drive  began  in  1964,  a total  of  265  houses  throughout 
the  district  have  now  been  demolished.  As  opposed  to  this,  83  houses  were  made  fit  during  the 
year,  including  13  on  which  the  Council  had  previously  made  closing  or  demolition  orders. 


Private  houses 
Agricultural  properties 
Business  properties 

Council  sewerage  schemes,  sewage  works,  tips,  lay-byes,  etc. 


374 

85 

70 

41 
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Nineteen  families  were  rehoused  from  condemned  cottages  during  the  year,  and  although 
the  numbers  are  gradually  reducing,  it  should  be  noted  that  at  31st  December  there  were  still 
140  families  living  in  condemned  houses. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  1 have  received  co-operation  from  most  owners  of  sub-standard  houses 
(i.e.j  houses  not  subject  to  orders)  which  have  become  vacant,  usually  when  the  Council  has 
re-housed  the  occupants.  In  these  instances,  I have  written  to  the  owners  requesting  that  the 
houses  be  not  re-occupied  until  brought  up  to  standard. 

There  is  still  a large  number  of  sub-standard  houses,  however,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new, 
increased  improvement  grants  will  speed  up  action  on  these  poorer  homes. 


Drainage 

The  year  has  seen  the  usual  crop  of  drainage  nuisances,  mainly  due  to  the  unsatisfactory 
disposal  of  septic  tank  effluents. 

It  is  clear  that  a closer  scrutiny  will  have  to  be  made  of  any  proposals  to  install  septic  tanks 
where  the  disposal  of  the  effluent  is  likely  to  affect  other  people.  In  some  instances,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  confine  development  to  areas  where  a main  sewer  is  available,  because  of  the  im- 
permeable nature  of  the  sub-soil. 

In  this  connection  it  is  heartening  to  record  the  completion  of  the  Hanwood  Scheme,  the 
near  completion  of  the  Cressage  Scheme,  and  the  commencement  of  the  Hookagate/Longden 
and  the  Bicton  Schemes.  The  near  future  holds  out  the  promise  of  resolving  foul  drainage  problems 
in  several  villages  served  by  the  new  schemes.  Other  important  sewerage  projects  such  as  the 
Western  Parishes,  the  Cound  Valley,  the  Upton  Magna/Withington  and  the  Cardington  Schemes 
are  in  course  of  preparation,  and  the  major  drainage  problem  in  the  district  could  be  resolved 
within  the  foreseeable  future. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  out  of  a total  of  8,953  dwellings  in  the  area,  some 
3,803  in  fourteen  villages  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers. 


Water  Supplies  and  Samples 

During  the  year  a total  of  213  water  samples  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary.  Of  these,  one  hundred 
were  from  mains  supplies.  Of  the  113  samples  from  private  supplies,  such  as  wells,  boreholes, 
springs  and  private  mains,  46  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Many  of  the  samples  were  taken  in 
connection  with  grant  applications,  where  a bacteriologically  satisfactory  water  supply  is  a pre- 
requisite to  grant  approval.  In  addition,  five  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 

Early  in  the  new  year,  the  West  Shropshire  Water  Board’s  extensions  to  the  Vennington/ 
Blackmoor  area  were  available,  thus  solving  the  acute  water  shortage  in  those  villages  where 
water  had  been  carried  to  an  emergency  tank  for  some  time. 

The  Pontesbury  Secondary  Modern  School  swimming  baths  had  been  out  of  use  for  repairs 
for  some  four  months  until  being  re-opened  at  the  end  of  January  1970  and,  subsequent  to  that 
date,  74  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  73  of  the  samples  were 
satisfactory  in  all  respects,  and  the  other  sample,  whilst  satisfying  the  coliform  test,  failed  on  the 
plate  count.  This  water,  of  mains  origin,  is  recirculated  after  treatment. 
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Following  investigations  into  suspected  food  poisoning  outbreaks  at  two  institutions  in  the 
area,  routine  sampling  of  the  water  took  place.  At  one  of  the  establishments,  steps  were  taken  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  water  by  repairs  to  storage  facilities  and,  at  the  other,  repeated  sampling 
produced  satisfactory  results. 

The  bacteriological  quality  of  the  private  water  supplies  to  the  villages  of  Uppington  and 
Rushton  still  causes  some  concern,  but  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  year  improvements  will  be 
forthcoming  to  achieve  a better  quality. 


Petroleum  Storage 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  no  applications  for  new  licences  to  store  petroleum 
spirit,  although  there  were  five  applications  from  existing  licensees  to  increase  their  storage 
capacity.  This  reflects  the  increasing  pressures  brought  on  retailers  by  the  oil  companies  to  raise 
the  minimum  storage  capacity  so  that  delivery  tankers  can  be  used  more  economically.  The 
opportunity  has  been  taken  on  these  occasions  to  bring  the  filling  stations  up  to  the  current 
Home  Office  standards  when  new  equipment  is  being  installed,  but  it  is  apparent  that  many 
existing  stations  have  insufficient  forecourt  capacity  to  permit  large-scale  improvements. 

Two  licensees  ceased  storage,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  146  licensed  installations, 
of  which  40  were  held  by  petrol  retailers  and  one  by  a major  oil  company  (bulk  depot). 


Food  Premises 

General  Stores  . . . . . . . . 66 

Tobacconist  and  Confectioners  ..  ..  13 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels  . . . . 60 

Licensed  Clubs  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Butchers’ Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 4 

Creameries  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Food  Canning  Factory  . . . . . . 1 

Chemists’  Shops  . . . . . . . . 2 

Cafes  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Village  Halls  . . . . . . . . 43 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955: 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . 2 

ice  Cream  Retailers  ..  ..  ..  71 


The  standard  of  the  food  premises  in  the  area  continued  to  be  of  a high  degree,  with  only  a 
very  small  minority  of  premises  falling  short  of  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations.  In  these  few  cases  pressure  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  persons  carrying  on  the 
business,  and  it  is  hoped  that  satisfactory  conclusions  can  be  reached  without  resorting  to  legal 
proceedings.  Plans  for  major  improvements  to  an  hotel  serving  large  numbers  of  meals  were 
received  during  the  year. 
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Of  special  concern  during  the  year  were  the  increasing  number  of  garages  selling  sweets  and 
ice  cream.  In  most  cases  the  pump  attendant  will  serve  the  customer  with  both  refreshments  and 
petrol,  and  in  these  circumstances  it  is  important  that  all  food  is  pre-wrapped,  including  any 
wafers. 

The  growing  popularity  of  barbecues  has  caused  the  department  some  concern  because  of  the 
evidence  over  the  country  as  a whole  in  recent  years  of  the  incidence  of  food  poisoning  associated 
with  a I fresco  food  preparation.  A circular  letter  is  now  sent  to  the  organisers  of  such  events 
pointing  out  the  dangers  and  offering  advice  on  the  preparation  of  the  food. 

Once  again  some  concern  was  felt  during  the  year  about  the  maintenance  of  mobile  ice  cream 
vehicles,  following  the  receipt  of  unfavourable  results  from  bacteriological  sampling.  The  operators 
of  these  vehicles  appear  to  have  little  know  ledge  of  adequate  cleansing  techniques,  and  instruction 
was  given  by  the  public  health  inspectors. 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  of  particular  significance  during  the  year,  except 
that  measles  increased  from  49  (in  1969)  to  204  notified  cases  during  1970. 

Several  cases  of  infective  jaundice  were  notified  in  the  village  of  Bomere  Heath,  but  extensive 
enquiries  failed  to  reveal  any  source  of  infection  in  the  village. 

There  were  also  several  instances  of  infective  vomiting  outbreaks  in  schools,  but  in  no  case 
was  the  organism  isolated,  and  the  infection  was  attributed  to  a short-term  virus. 

Several  cases  of  salmonella  food  poisoning  were  discovered  in  one  family  at  Yockleton,  and 
it  was  suspected  that  this  might  be  associated  with  the  employment  of  members  of  the  family  in  a 
local  knacker’s  yard.  Two  cases  of  salmonella  food  poisoning  were  also  discovered  following  the 
illness  of  guests  at  a wedding  breakfast  in  an  adjoining  district;  this  was  found  to  be  due  to  the 
consumption  of  infected  chicken. 


Nuisances 

The  number  of  nuisance  complaints  during  the  year  increased  slightly,  but  there  is  now  more 
variety.  The  majority  of  complaints  concerned  agricultural  activities  (particularly  from  intensive 
farming  practices,  as  in  1971),  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  a statutory  notice  against  one 
poultry  farmer  in  connection  with  the  disposal  of  wastes. 

The  alterations  carried  out  by  the  firm  of  egg  producers  in  Ford  early  in  the  year  (following 
the  issue  of  a statutory  notice  in  1969)  produced  a noticeable  improvement,  which  was  only  marred 
by  the  spreading,  in  August,  of  some  of  the  accumulated  manure  on  a field  on  the  edge  of  the 
village:  this  produced  a most  offensive  smell  over  a period  of  several  days.  Similarly,  there  were 
complaints  associated  with  the  spreading  of  pig  manure  and  with  the  fermentation  of  silage  in 
other  villages,  but  none  required  statutory  action  by  the  Council. 

Other  nuisances  included  excessive  smoke  emission  at  the  Milk  Factory  in  Hanwood  (where 
a new  boiler  was  subsequently  fitted),  complaints  by  local  residents  of  Minsterley  about  noise  and 
smell  from  the  local  Creamery,  dust  emission  from  Haughmond  Quarries,  fumes  from  oil-fired 
boilers  on  estates  at  Condover  and  Bomere  Heath,  noise  from  gas-operated  bird  scarers  and  model 
aeroplanes,  cats  kept  in  excessive  numbers,  dogs  fouling  pavements,  squirrels  infesting  a garden, 
and  the  usual  crop  of  drainage  nuisances,  all  of  which  were  dealt  with  informally  by  the  public 
health  inspectors. 
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Public  Health  Inspectors’  Visits 


Housing  Applications  and  Management  . . 930 

Nuisances 201 

Housing  Acts  . . . . . . . . . . 562 

Water  Supplies  . . . . . . . . . . 425 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . . 343 

Transport  Maintenance  ..  ..  ..  ..  144 

Caravans  ..  ..  120 

Pests  Act  . . . . . . 183 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  food  poisoning). . 102 

Food  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  133 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 32 

Unsound  Food  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Clean  Air  Act  ..  ..  13 

Petroleum  Regulations  . . . . . . . . 54 

Infested  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 49 

Civic  Amenities  Act  ..  ..  ..  ..  159 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  . . 28 

Factories  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  . . . . . . 2 

Keeping  of  Animals  . . . . . . . . 4 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  . . . . 7 

Knacker’s  Yard  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Welfare 12 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  174 


Total  . . 3,996 


Housing  Management 

The  total  of  permanent  council  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  had  risen  by  the  end  of  the  year 
to  1,496. 

The  maintenance  of  these  dwellings  necessitated  the  employment,  through  contractors,  of  at 
least  five  men  full-time  and  several  others  on  a casual  basis.  A total  of  1,740  repair  instructions 
were  issued  during  the  year  to  all  trades,  and  all  urgent  and  pressing  work  was  carried  out. 

The  year  saw  the  implementation,  for  the  first  time,  of  a maintenance  contract  for  electrical 
repairs  with  the  Midland  Electricity  Board  on  the  basis  of  five  shillings  (twenty-five  pence)  per 
house,  under  which  scheme  the  Board  undertook  the  repair  of  electrical  fittings  in  all  the  Council’s 
houses.  The  arrangement  has  worked  well,  and  has  eliminated  a certain  amount  of  administrative 
work. 

The  contribution  to  the  repairs  fund  was  increased  by  £1  to  £16  per  house  for  1970/71,  but 
this  increase  was  swallowed  up  by  two  appreciable  increases  awarded  to  the  building  industry 
operatives  during  the  year.  It  was  necessary  to  negotiate  new  rates  with  the  Council’s  contractors, 
and  this  resulted  in  a 20  per  cent  increase  in  the  hourly  rates  charged.  Despite  this  increase,  how- 
ever, the  housing  repair  fund  remained  marginally  in  balance,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  expenditure 
can  be  contained  within  the  same  level  in  the  ensuing  year. 

The  improvement  of  the  electrical  specification  in  the  Council’s  pre-war  houses  continued,  and 
by  the  end  of  1970  a total  of  fifty-eight  houses  had  been  improved  at  a cost  of  £1,574.  It  is  clear, 
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however,  that  the  improvement  of  electrical  specifications  is  a continuing  need,  and  even  post-war 
houses  are  not  as  liberally  equipped  with  power  points  as  modern  standards  of  living  demand. 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  several  requests  for  the  installation  of  downstairs  water 
closets  in  the  Type  “F”  houses  (of  which  174  were  built  on  various  sites  between  1952  and  1956). 
These  houses  were  built  at  a time  when  specifications  for  Council  houses  were  cut  severely,  and 
the  layout  in  this  type  of  house  provided  for  an  upstairs  water  closet  but  downstairs  bathroom. 

During  the  year,  continual  trouble  was  experienced  by  the  elderly  tenants  of  the  Council’s 
group  bungalows  at  Pontesbury  with  their  oil-fired  warm-air  heaters:  Messrs.  Shell-Mex  and  B.P. 
Ltd.  (at  no  cost  to  the  Council)  carried  out  modifications  to  the  heating  systems,  but  it  was  apparent 
by  the  end  of  the  year  that  they  had  met  with  only  partial  success.  A solution  to  this  problem  will 
have  to  be  found  before  the  next  heating  season  1971/72. 

Another  problem  which  is  confronting  the  Department  with  increasing  frequency  is  the 
maintenance  of  ageing  Rayburn  cookers,  particularly  since  many  tenants  do  not  use  these  for 
cooking  any  longer.  These  appliances  in  many  instances  are  being  used  only  to  heat  the  room  in 
which  they  stand  and  also  the  domestic  water,  but  as  some  of  the  early  cookers  are  now  twenty 
years  old,  a decision  will  have  to  be  made  about  replacement  policy.  An  additional  complication 
is  that  solid  fuel  is  rapidly  losing  popularity  (two  tenants  converted  their  cookers  to  oil-fired  at 
their  own  expense).  In  this  connection  the  improvement  of  ten  houses  at  Kinton  and  Nesscliffe 
during  the  year  was  particularly  interesting.  Despite  protests  from  two  tenants,  the  fireplaces 
in  these  houses  were  removed  and  Electricaire  central  heating  units  were  installed,  together  with 
other  improvements.  The  result  has  been  an  undoubted  success,  and  a similar  improvement  to 
all  the  Council's  houses  in  due  course  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  The  only  reservation  1 have 
in  connection  with  this  type  of  installation  is  that  the  hardness  in  the  mains  water  has  already 
caused  immersion  heaters  to  fail  in  the  first  series  of  electrically-heated  fiats,  and  the  Midlands 
Electricity  Board  arc  experimenting  with  protection  devices  to  prevent  the  need  for  the  expensive 
periodic  renewal  of  these  heaters. 

Another  expense  facing  the  Council  is  the  improvement  of  small  cul-de-sac  and  unadopted 
sections  of  road  on  various  housing  estates.  One  such  improvement  (which  was  started  at  the 
end  of  the  year)  at  a cost  of  approximately  £800  involved  the  extension  of  the  turning  circle  at 
The  Glebe,  Atcham.  Other  improvements  are  required  at  Minsterley,  Cound  Moor  and  Berwyn 
Drive,  Bayston  Hill.  The  provision  of  car  parking  facilities  on  other  estates  is  also  likely  to  involve 
additional  expense. 

During  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  restoration  of  the  old  communal  site,  Atcham  Airfield, 
to  its  original  parkland  state,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  buildings  had  been  razed 
to  the  ground. 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  a reprint  (at  no  cost)  of  the  tenants’  handbook,  which 
was  originally  issued  in  1963.  The  handbook,  which  incorporates  revisions  and  amendments  to 
bring  it  up  to  date,  was  printed  by  the  British  Publishing  Company  of  Gloucester. 

Re-Housing 

During  the  year  a total  of  114  families  were  re-housed  (slightly  less  than  in  1969),  and  these 
were  made  up  as  follows: 

From  sub-standard  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

From  waiting  list  . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Re-arranged  and  exchanged  tenancies  . . . . 32 

Total  ..  114 
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A total  of  213  applications  were  received  during  the  year  (a  20  per  cent  decrease  on  1969),  and 
at  31st  December,  1970,  the  waiting  list  stood  at  508.  Early  in  the  year  the  remaining  sixteen 
two-bedroomed  flats  at  Oak  Drive,  Minsterley,  were  completed,  and  during  the  year,  work  had 
commenced  on  the  contract  for  seventy-two  dwellings  at  Caradoc  View,  Hanwood,  and  the  first 
ten  single-bedroomed  bungalows  were  occupied  in  December.  These  proved  extremely  popular 
and  existing  tenants  on  other  estates  throughout  the  district  were  beginning  to  show  increasing 
interest  in  the  possibility  of  transferring  to  the  superior  houses  at  Hanwood.  This  accords  with 
the  Council's  hope  that  council  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  district  will  be  released  to  meet  the  needs 
of  those  areas. 

One  of  the  attractions  of  these  dwellings  is  undoubtedly  the  Electricaire  central  heating, 
which  has  proved  so  economical — experience  over  the  past  twelve  months  indicates  that  the 
average  weekly  cost  of  all  electricity  in  the  three-bedroomed  house  will  not  exceed  £2. 

Once  again  it  is  regretted  that  it  was  not  possible  to  provide  any  new  accommodation  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  district,  so  that  it  is  important  that  existing  tenants  from  that  sector  should 
be  encouraged  to  move  to  Hanwood. 

The  under-occupation  of  existing  three  and  four-bedroomed  houses  still  proves  an  intractable 
problem.  An  examination  of  the  tenancies  of  all  the  council  houses  at  Bayston  Hill,  for  example, 
revealed  that  there  are  six  houses  in  that  village  which  are  grossly  under-occupied,  but  in  no  case 
was  the  tenant  prepared  to  transfer  to  a smaller  unit.  It  is  sad  to  reflect  that  most  of  these  tenants 
were  re-housed  when  their  own  need  was  acute,  but  they  are  not  prepared  to  recognise  a similar 
need  in  others. 


Housing  Statistics 


Number  of  habitable  dwellings  in  the  district  . . . . . . 8,953 

Number  of  permanent  Council  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  1,496 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1970: 

Council  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Private  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1970: 

Council  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Private  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  194 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  . . . . . . 28 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  . . . . . . . . . . 83 


Staff 

There  were  no  changes  of  staff  during  the  year,  but  I would  like  to  record  Mr.  R.  L.  Sankey’s 
success  in  passing  Part  1 of  the  final  examination  for  the  Diploma  in  Municipal  Administration. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  my  colleagues  for  their  loyal  and 
conscientious  efforts  during  the  year. 


DENIS  CORF1ELD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

6th  July , 1971.  and  Housing  Manager. 
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SECTION  D 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Measles  . . 

204 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

Pneumonia  

— 

Poliomyelitis: 

Paralytic 

— 

Non-paralytic  

— 

Food  Poisoning. . 

3 

Erysipelas  

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Dysentery  

I 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

3 

Non-pulmonary  

— 

Para-Typhoid 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis  

12 

Total  . . 

235 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  was  235 — 162  more 
than  the  number  notified  in  the  previous  year. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  were  notified.  Children  can  be  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis,  either  by  the  family  doctors  or  at  the  schools  or  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department.  The  last  case  of  diphtheria 
notified  was  in  the  year  1949. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  as  at  the 
31st  December,  1970: 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary  Total 

M F M F M F 

24  37  8 10  32  47 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  two  of  them  female  and 
one  male. 

Deaths 

There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  including  leukaemia,  in  the  district  was  70.  This 
gives  a death  rate  of  2.66  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  this  disease,  17  were  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  (14  male  and  3 female). 
The  percentage  of  the  cases  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  was  24.3  per  cent  of  cancer  deaths  (in  1969 
it  was  22.64  per  cent). 
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APPENDIX  I 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


B6  (1) 

Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  T.B.  . . 

1 

B19  (1) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Buccal  Cavity 

4 

B19  (2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Oesophagus 

4 

B19  (3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

9 

B19  (4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Intestine 

7 

B19  (6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 

17 

B19  (7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

5 

B19  (8) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

1 

B19  (9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Prostate 

4 

B19  (10) 

Leukaemia 

2 

B19  (11) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

17 

B20 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

B46  (1) 

Other  Endocrine  Diseases  . . 

1 

B23 

Anaemias 

1 

B46  (5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

6 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

4 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

65 

B29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

12 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

41 

B46  (6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

12 

B31 

Influenza  

3 

B32 

Pneumonia  

19 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema . . 

17 

B33  (2) 

Asthma 

1 

B46  (7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer  . . 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

2 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

B46  (8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

3 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

B46  (9) 

Other  Diseases  Genito-Urinary  System  . . 

2 

B46  (11) 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

2 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies  

1 

B44 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

3 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accident 

8 

BE48 

All  other  Accidents  . . 

5 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  . . 

3 

BE50 

All  other  External  Causes  . . 

1 

Total,  all  Causes 

296 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  49  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  crude  death-rate 
is  11.3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  three  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  in  previous  years:  Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases, 
Cerebro-Vascular  diseases  and  Malignant  diseases. 

There  were  8 deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  5 deaths  from  other  accidents. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  infectious  diseases  (diphtheria, 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever),  which  used  to  be  the  cause  of  death  among  young 
children,  and  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  poliomyelitis. 

Three  elderly  persons  died  of  influenza  in  the  1970  epidemic. 
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APPENDIX  II 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1.  Inspections: 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included,  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

106 

28 





Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

3 

1 

— 

— 

Total  

109 

29 

1 

— 

2.  Defects: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

•rred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(/>)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

4 

— 

(r)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Our-work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

3.  Outwork— Nil. 
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